MINUTES
NOVEMBER 23, 2021
5:30 P.M.

STEPHENS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING WAS HELD AT THE
STEPHENS COUNTY
HISTORIC COURTHOUSE COURTROOM

PRESENT FOR MEETING: Chairman Michelle Ivester, Commissioners Dean Scarborough, James Addison,
Debbie Whitlock, Dennis Bell; County Clerk Beth Rider, County Administrator Phyllis Ayers, County
Attorney Brian Ranck;

PUBLIC HEARING

FIRST READING OF NEW ALCOHOL LICENSE FOR
REAL PROPERTY HOLDING - TOCCOA, GA, LLC (CURRAHEE CLUB)
lté){-"l’lﬂ. 9,‘}, ﬁ H
Mr. Ranck opened the hearing for the first reading of the new alcohol license for Real Property Holding -
Toccoa (Currahee Club) for anyone that would like to speak in favor of the request. No one spoke in favor.
Mr. Ranck opened the hearing for anyone that would like to speak in opposition of the request. No one
spoke in opposition. Mr. Ranck closed the public hearing.

SECOND READING OF NEW ALCOHOL
LICENSE BUCK’S SUPERETTE

Mr. Ranck opened the hearing for the second reading of the new alcohol license for Buck’s Superette for
anyone that would like to speak in favor of the request. No one spoke in favor. Mr. Ranck opened the
hearing for anyone that would like to speak in opposition of the request. No one spoke in opposition. Mr.
Ranck closed the public hearing.

LAND USE PUBLIC HEARING

1. REZONING REQUEST FROM PETITIONER JIM CHAPMAN COMMUNITIES, INC., PROPERTY
OWNER STEPHENS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, LOT 16 HAYESTONE — BRADY
INDUSTRIAL PARK, TOCCOA. PARCEL 060 113. PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS
COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL. PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE PROPERTY
TO RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY TO CREATE A MARKET RATE MULTI FAMILY RENTAL
COMMUNITY

Ms. Ayers stated this property is 31.7 acres and is currently undeveloped. The applicant would like to
create a market rate multi-family rental community. The property is surrounded by residential and
commercial properties and the application is a good location for workers of the industrial park, the proposal
is in conformity with the policy and intent of other adopted plans and the recommendation from the
Planning Commission is to approve.
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from Spring Branch that wreck in their yard acting a fool. Ms. Addison stated she has found used needles
and she has personally taken them to Randy Shirley; she stated she has seen people overdosed in the top
parking lot at Spring Branch the cop just made a lap through. Ms. Addison stated when she called and
asked for extra patrol they come down on Tuesday at 10 o’clock in the morning. Ms. Addison stated so
anyone that is proposing to bring in more renters, we can’t control the people we have here now you can’t
keep us safe here. Ms. Addison stated you are more worried about how her property is zoned, there are real
issues going on and it is not my chickens and it is not my goats; you have to jump through hurdle after
hurdle with this county and you shouldn’t have to, there is no reason lets focus on stuff that really does
matter because her property values have been affected and not one soul cares about that. Ms. Addison
stated you are worried about what they bring in when they bring in their lawyer, that is crazy and she don’t
appreciate it because she has just as much rights as they do. Ms. Addison stated she has never known her
neighbors, never met them or never seen them; but the last eight to ten weeks have been awful, she does not
like living there anymore and does not feel comfortable going out and playing with her kids because what
do these people think of me to think they are that much better than me. She stated someone made the
comment that one day someone might need these neighbors and you saw them shake their head no, that is
hurtful. Jesus paid the same for me as he did them but they going to sit in church and forget that; that is not
the kind community of community she wants to live in because if they needed something them because that
is what the Bible says. Ms. Addison stated these last few weeks have made her have to act out of character
and she is not proud of it but she is tired of it because she has had to jump through hurdle after hurdle after
hurdle just to really be left alone and do what she wants. She stated she has never bothered anybody so why
do they care about her now. No one else spoke in favor of the request.

Ms. Ayers opened the public hearing for anyone that would like to speak in opposition of the request. No
one spoke in opposition.

5. VARIANCE REQUEST FROM RHONDA PRUITT, 696 N. MARTIN DR, MARTIN. PARCEL 068 010.
PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS RESIDENTIAL SINGLE. THE PROPOSED ACTION TO BE
TAKEN IS TO PLACE A THIRD RESIDENCE ON PROPERTY

Ms. Ayers stated this property is 3.18 acres due to family hardship there is a need to place a third family
member in a residence. The residence will be placed in the back of the property. There is 3.18 acres that
could be divided off into three one acre lots, the variance should not be injurious to the neighborhood or
general welfare to the adjacent landowners or diminish property values. The variance proposal is in
conformity with the policy and intent of the adopted plan and the recommendation from the Planning
Commission was to approve upon approval of the septic from the health department. Ms. Ayers stated she
has not gotten her septic approval because if this did not go through she did want to spend the money.

Ms. Ayers opened the public hearing for anyone that would like to speak in favor of the request. No one
spoke in favor. Ms. Ayers opened the public hearing for anyone that would like to speak in opposition of
the request. No one spoke in opposition.

Ms. Ayers closed the Land Use Public Hearing

STEPHENS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WAIVED THEIR WORK SESSION
REGULAR MEETING

Chairman lvester called the regular meeting to order and welcomed those present. Mr. Teasley gave the
‘nvocation and Pledge of Allegiance.
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I.  APPROVE AGENDA

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve the agenda
with the changes made to item #6 from second residence to third residence. Motion carried unanimously.

1.

1.

II. APPROVE MINUTES

NOVEMBER 9, 2021 - REGULAR MEETING, PUBLIC HEARING AND LAND USE PUBLIC
HEARING

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Bell to postpone approval
of minutes until next meeting due to the timeframe of receiving the minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

IIIl. OLD BUSINESS
IV. NEW BUSINESS

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2021 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DRAFT AND
AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN LETTER TO THE GEORGIA MOUNTAINS REGIONAL

COMMISSION “Exhibi R

Mr. Adam Hazell addressed the Board stating for the last few months we have been working with Stephens
County, Martin, Avalon and the City of Toccoa; we do this every five years to get this to the State so that
they understand what you are trying to do with your community. When your request a grant from the State
they look at this for approval. Mr. Hetzel stated we have had public hearings, we’ve done the draft of the
document it has been emailed and is available for any questions; even though we are fine-tuning it we want
to submit it to the State to make sure that it meets the requirements. We know there will be some cosmetic
additions to the draft that you have and we want to get it right for you.

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Bell to approve the 2021
Comprehensive Plan Draft and authorized Chairman to sign letter to the Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission. Motion carried unanimously.

REZONING REQUEST FROM PETITIONER JIM CHAPMAN COMMUNITIES, INC., PROPERTY
OWNER STEPHENS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, LOT 16 HAYESTONE - BRADY
INDUSTRIAL PARK, TOCCOA. PARCEL 060 113. PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS
COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL. PROPOSED ACTION TO BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE PROPERTY
TO RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY TO CREATE A MARKET RATE MULTI FAMILY RENTAL

COMMUNITY i E/\L-Ll.rlo} O

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve the
rezoning request. Motion carried unanimously.

REZONING REQUEST FROM PETITIONER GERRY WHITWORTH LAND CORP, PROPERTY
OWNER PAUL WALKER & HEATHER LOCKRIDGE, 3785 DAVIS ROAD, TOCCOA. PARCEL 060
042A. PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY ZONED AS RESIDENTIAL SINGLE. PROPOSED ACTION TO
BE TAKEN IS TO REZONE .02 ACRES TO AGRICULTURE INTENSIVE
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